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Topanga Cub Scout Pack 24

Wolf Den Meeting #1

September 20, 2011 6:30 p.m.

Gathering

· Collect application forms and dues.  Those who haven’t filled out forms can do so at the meeting.
· Take attendance.
Opening
· Introduce the flag ceremony and why we do it.  Note difference at Wolf level—they will each need to conduct a flag ceremony, i.e. lead one.  Ask Greg K. to create roster.
· Present the colors.
· Learn the Cub Scout motto: Do Your Best.  Discuss what it means.  Think about a Den cheer.  
Business Items
· Introductions of each Scout and attending parent.
· Explain how this is the traditional start of Scouting so if you are just joining don’t feel left out.  The Tiger Cub program is fantastic and a great achievement but for the first 90 years of Scouting boys started as Wolves.
· Discuss what a Den is and how it fits in with a pack.  Suggest thinking of ideas for a Den name and cheer before the next meeting.
· Discuss goals for the year:
· Den versus Pack activities -- “go see its”.  Examples: USS Midway, hiking with a Forest Ranger or naturalist, camping trips—Joshua Tree, bowling.  Brainstorm ideas, assign adult partners to take on planning of individual outings.

· Upcoming Den activity: Joshua Tree campout October 7-9.  Mary Ann will discuss more later.  Cub Scout Family Weekend at Camp Emerald Bay on Catalina Island on November 4-6, 2011, Rocketry and camping at Camp Nylen at RockStock on November 10-12.  Pass around flyer.  Deadline to apply is Friday, October 22.

· Discuss advancement -- the twelve achievements.  Ramping up from Tiger!  Discuss ScoutTrack and how to use it to keep track of achievements.  Up to parents to do.
· Discuss the Wolf Cub Handbook and how it fits in -- parents record achievements as well.

· Wolf Cub Badge is earned when boys have completed all parts of the twelve achievements.  The first step on an amazing path.

· Discuss family involvement -- hosting meetings on rotating basis, attending meetings and outings with the Scouts.  Discuss how this differs from Boy Scouts later in the Scout’s life, where the boys run the meetings.

· Discuss behavioral expectations at den meetings -- create a code of conduct with the help of the Scouts.

· Review uniform requirements and why we wear them.  Suggest getting before next Pack meeting.  Discuss getting patches signed onto uniforms.
Activities

· Teach and review the Bobcat badge requirements  (apply to all ranks)
· Learn and say the Cub Scout Promise: I, [your name], promise to do my best, to do my duty to God and my country, to help other people, and to obey the Law of the Pack.  See pages 16-26 of the Wolf Cub Handbook.  Stress the importance of the Handbook.

· Say the Law of the Pack [you will be a good Cub Scout] and discuss what it means.

· Tell what Webelos means (We’ll Be Loyal Scouts).

· Learn the Cub Scout sign and tell what it means (the sign represents and looks like Wolf ears.  It signifies “I’m ready to listen” and the two parts of the Promise: “help other people” and “obey the Law of the Pack.”  Discuss Akela.

· Show the Cub Scout handshake and tell what it means (two parts of the Promise).

· Show Scout salute.

· Say the Cub Scout motto (Do Your Best).  Repeat the cheer.

· Relay reinforcing these cornerstones of Cub Scouts.  (Adult partners can fill out forms during this time or help their Scouts as they choose).

· Elective 9b – “Make a gift or toy like one of these and give it to someone.”  Take pictures as prep, one silly and one serious.  To use in meeting 5.

· Elective 12e – make a stencil 

· Achievements to do at home before the next meeting—complete the Character Connection for Honesty:

· Know: discuss these questions with your family: what is a promise?  What does it mean to keep your word?  What does honesty mean?  What does it mean to “do your best?”

· Commit: Discuss these questions with your family: why is a promise important?  Why is it important for people to trust you when you give your word?  When might it be difficult to keep your word?  List examples.

· Practice: discuss with family members why it is important to be trustworthy and honest and how you can do your best to be honest when you are doing the activities in Cub Scouting.

· Also to do at home—Achievement 8(b)-(e) re cooking and eating and parents read how to protect your children from child abuse: a parent’s guide in the Wolf handbook.

Closing
· Clean up: explain that Scouts always leave an area -- whether camping or meeting -- as clean, or cleaner, than they found it.  Introduce Leave No Trace concept.
· Turn in all completed forms.
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